
Virtual meeting with Mr Lawrence Meredith, Director of the Neighbourhood East Unit (DG NEAR C) and his team
Participants: Government of Georgia & EU


1. Reducing the Negative Effects of the Loss of Income, Supporting Preserving Jobs and Supporting Vulnerable Groups

· Temporary expansion of the Targeted Social Assistance (TSA) program for households next to extreme poor.
· Additional Child Support to Vulnerable Families.
· Scale up of the Targeted Social Assistance (TSA) program
The Anti-Crisis Plan envisages direct financial assistance to various various vulnerable groups. In particular, during 6 months additional, average 600 GEL assistance will be provided to:
· Socially vulnerable families whose social rating score is from 65,000 to 100,000. It is noteworthy that today these families receive social assistance only for children less than 16 years of age. The number of beneficiaries of the program is more than 190 thousand individuals (70 000 families), and the budget is 45 million Gel. Up to 70,000 families were already compensated in May and June.
· Socially vulnerable families whose social rating score is 0 to 100 001 and who have 3 or more children aged 16 and below will receive 600 GEL over a 6 month period. The number of beneficiaries of the program is 130 thousand individuals, and the budget is 13 million GEL. Up to 22,000 families were already compensated in May and June.
· Additional support for persons with severe disabilities and disabled children.
Persons with severe disabilities and disabled children will receive assistance a total of 600 GEL in 6 months. The number of beneficiaries is more than 40000 individuals in total, and the budget amounts to 25 million Gel. More than 42,000 beneficiaries (including pensioners with severe disabilities) were compensated so far.
· In addition to the above, additional growth of pension for pensioners aged 70 and older by 30 GEL from 1st July will remain in force. More than 410 000 pensioners will benefit from above said.
· Pension Indexation.
· 
Apart from that, pension indexation will be introduced from January 2021, in particular: 
· The pension of all pensioners will increase by no less than the rate of inflation i.e. rising prices will no longer affect the real volume of the real pension;
· For retirees aged 70 and over, 80% of real economic growth will be added to inflation, or the annual pension increase will be higher than inflation;
· 80 % of real economic growth will be added to the rate of inflation for pensioners aged 70 and older, i.e. the annual rate of growth of pensions will be higher than the rate of inflation.
· Pension growth will be no less than 20 GEL – and no less than 25 GEL for pensioners aged 70 and older – regardless of inflation and economic growth parameters. 

· Temporary unemployment benefits for formal workers.
· Benefits for Self-employed people and informal workers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the beginning of the pandemic, the decisions taken by the Georgian Government considered necessary steps to prevent the spread of the virus as well as to reduce the negative impact of the epidemic on the citizens, socially vulnerable families, people with severe disabilities and children with disabilities. The Anti-Crisis Plan envisages direct financial assistance to various categories of citizens. such as  employees, self-employed and various vulnerable groups. In particular, employees who have lost their jobs or been on unpaid leave will receive 200 GEL per month during 6 months. The budget of the program is up to 460 million GEL. 

125 165 employees were already compensated – 25 033 000 GEL. 

Self-employed individuals of different categories will receive a one-off assistance equal to 300 GEL. The information provided by the citizen will be used to identify and prove that the citizen had income before the epidemic. The total budget of the program is 75 million GEL. 

109 495 self-employed individuals were already compensated – 32 848 500 GEL









· Support Companies in Preserving Jobs.
· Subsidies for utilities.

